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“HOW MUCH DO YOU TRUST THE DATA ABOUT 
THE ECONOMY 

THAT IS REPORTED BY THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT?” 
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Timothy Johnson | 2018 
Marketplace-Edison Research Poll, October 1-8, 2016; National telephone & online sample, n=1036 adults



PUBLIC BELIEF IN THE ACCURACY OF 
GOVERNMENT STATISTICS, 2017
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Timothy Johnson | 2018 The Economist/YouGov Poll, March 19-21, 2017; National online panel, n=1500 adults
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“HOW MUCH DO YOU TRUST EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING: A GREAT DEAL, A GOOD AMOUNT, 
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“WOULD YOU GENERALLY TRUST EACH OF 
THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF PEOPLE TO TELL 

YOU THE TRUTH OR NOT?”
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http://www.pewresearch.org/2017/05/15/what-low-response-rates-mean-for-telephone-surveys/
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Yes, It’s Bad. 
Robocalls, and Their 
Scams, are Surging.

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/06/your-money/robocalls-rise-illegal.html?mtrref=undefined&gwh=0B07416A870CD9295A1845DD8EB7B86F&

Tara Siegel Bernard, May 6, 2018
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https://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20100709212009AAK
FNdFKFNdF
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A wicked problem is a problem that is 
difficult or impossible to solve because of 
incomplete, contradictory, and changing 
requirements that are often difficult to 
recognize. The use of the term "wicked" 
here has come to denote resistance to 
resolution, rather than evil.

Scottdesignworks.com | https://en.Wikipedia.org/wiki/Wicked_problem
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1.Collective action
2.Public Education
3.Engage critics 
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FOLLOWING: A GREAT DEAL, A GOOD AMOUNT, 

NOT VERY MUCH, NOT AT ALL?”

0

5

10

15

20

25

% “Trust a great deal”

Timothy Johnson | 2018 McClatchy-Marist Poll, released March 31, 2017.



“HOW MUCH DO YOU TRUST EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING: A GREAT DEAL, A GOOD AMOUNT, 

NOT VERY MUCH, NOT AT ALL?”

0

5

10

15

20

25

% “Trust a great deal”

Timothy Johnson | 2018 McClatchy-Marist Poll, released March 31, 2017.



“Public opinion sets 
bounds to every 
government, and is 
the real sovereign 
in every free one.”

-- James Madison 
(1867). “1829-1836,” page 460

https://usercontent2.hubstatic.com/13752253_f520.jpg
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